Dido and Aeneas (1689) by Henry Purcell
Tragic opera in three acts by HENRY PURCELL to a libretto by NAHUM TATE after the same poet’s play Brutus of Alba and VIRGIL’s Aeneid; first known performance at a girls’ boarding school at Chelsea, London, England before December 1689.
We will be using the you tube video: Henry Purcell. Didon et Énée. "Les Arts Florissants" William Christie filmed live at Le Théatre de Préau in 2001 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzFLcFoKXxI) and Opera Atelier’s live production at the Elgin Theater.
Write a well-researched essay on Dido and Aeneas. 
· Write a paragraph on each of the following topics as they apply to Dido and Aeneas.
· Be sure to provide concrete examples and details to support your ideas.  
· Write in essay form: double space your writing, indent  your paragraphs.
· Use correct footnote form for citing your sources.

· Provide a Bibliography using correct bibliographic form.

· Be sure to identify the topic of each paragraph in the topic sentence (first sentence).  
· Write your paragraphs in the order shown here:
PART  I: (Tuesday November 1st)
THINKING (10)
Introduction: The first paragraph should state in one or two sentences what your essay is about. Begin you first 

                       sentence with these words:  




The purpose of this essay is… 


We will be using the youtube video: Henry Purcell. Didon et Énée. "Les Arts Florissants" 

                        William Christie and Opera Atelier’s live production. Demonstrate your understanding of ethical 
                        and legal practices with reference to both consumers and producers of music, with particular  

                        emphasis on copyright issues when we use the video. Consider the “Standard You Tube Licence.”
KNOWLEDGE (15)
Background:  (The story is contained in the script or play called the libretto: the dialogue of the characters.


 You may describe the general story of Dido and Aeneas in two or three sentences.
                         Go into specific details of the story only when it helps you explain a specific idea.)



Who was Nahum Tate and why did he write Dido and Aeneas?  


Who was Henry Purcell and how did he become involved in composing music for Dido and Aeneas?  


(Bring into your discussion Purcell’s involvement with the “patronage system”).   
                        Why can Dido and Aeneas not be referred to as a semi-opera?       
 

Which characters have high voices? Which characters have low voices?



                    
Why is the sorceress played by a man?

PART II: (Tuesday November 29th)
KNOWLEDGE (10)

Instrumental Music:
What was Purcell’s instrumentation for Dido and Aeneas?  




Why are additional instruments used in the video and live performances?

Explain the use of overture in opera and in musical theater. 




What kind of overture does Purcell use in Dido and Aeneas? 



Explain two or three basic differences between “opera” and “music theater.”
THINKING (15)
Vocal Music:       
Purcell wrote the music for the singers (recitative and arias; duets, trios…choruses)




A special feature of Baroque vocal style was the use of “word-painting.”




Explain what word-painting is and find two or three examples in the musical score.  

Explain how the composer has manipulated the musical elements to create a special effect.

What is meant by “ground bass”? When does Purcell use ground bass in the vocal writing?

PART III: (Tuesday December 20th)
APPLICATION (10)

Dancing:    
Why were so many dance scenes a part of  Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas?


Why were dances omitted in William Christie’s video production?



Comment on Opera Atelier’s Echo Dance in the cave scene and Sailor's Dance at the harbour.
COMMUNICATION (15)
Reviews: compare and contrast a variety of concert reviews of  Dido and Aeneas including 
                        both positive and negative reviews. 
PART IV: (Tuesday January 24th)
APPLICATION (5)

Scenery:   
Scenery is the physical set construction and painting






      
Compare Opera Atelier’s set design with that shown in the video

      
Which do you like better? Or perhaps you like both for different reasons?

APPLICATION (5)
Machinery: 
Were there any special effects in the video production?                                            
                      
Were there any special effects in Opera Atelier’s production?

                      
Explain the effectiveness of these special effects. Relate them to a scene.
APPLICATION (5)
Lighting:       
Describe how lighting was particularly effective in one scene in the opera. 

                        Compare the effectiveness in the video and in Opera Atelier’s production. 
COMMUNICATION (10)         
Conclusion:   
Do you think that Dido & Aeneas is an effective opera?
                       
Did you have a preference for either the video or the stage performance?

                       
How was your experience of opening night different from a dress rehearsal.
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